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‘Stand with foster & kinship
carers and the children in their
care and let’s celebrate them!’
Australia is part of the Stand Sunday movement around the
world. Stand Sunday is an international Sunday where the
church celebrates foster, kinship, and informal carers and the
children in their care. It is a day where your church can
celebrate carers and raise awareness of the need for more
carers, mentors, and supports in our community, right here in
Australia.
In Australia we celebrate National Child Protection Week
in the first week of September and National Foster
Carer's Week in the second week of September, so we ask
churches to STAND with children and their
foster/kinship/carer families on a Sunday in September.
For decades Christians have opened their homes to children
who need a family as formal and informal carers. Each of these
carers are living out their faith by taking care of the vulnerable,
putting the lonely in families and living out our adoption into
God’s family. Foster/kinship care is a picture of God’s love and
family on display to our community.
Stand with us in September 2022 to STAND with those
STANDING for others.
Mary Dickins, Executive Officer Fostering Hope
National Stand Sunday Coordinator (Christian Alliance for
Orphans)

Religion that God our
Father accepts as pure
and faultless is this: to
look after orphans and
widows in their distress
and to keep oneself from
being polluted by the
world. James 1:27

STAND with those who STAND for others
For most Christians the idea of foster care comes naturally,
however, in Australia there is still a shortage of foster and
kinship carers and tragically an increase in the number of
children being removed each year.
The work of Fostering Hope is to equip and encourage
Christians to step into this space, to open their homes,
churches, and communities, to increase understanding of
trauma, and respond with God's love and compassion.
We can all be scared of what we don’t know, scared of
behaviours, scared of people’s stories and trauma, BUT if we
choose to step into someone else’s story we suddenly have
compassion and this leads us to act. As Christians we need to
act now, each of us was once outside God's family and he
adopted us in, God calls us to put the lonely and fatherless in
families, and in all of this we can point to God and His glory.

Praise be to the God and
Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of
compassion and the God
of all comfort, who
comforts us in all our
troubles, so that we can
comfort those in any
trouble with the comfort
we ourselves receive from
God. 2 Corinthians 1:3-4
(NIV)

·The fostering journey is tough, it is like nothing else, it’s full time,
24/7, it’s having other adults in your life telling you what you can
and can’t do, it’s opening your home and every part of your life,
it’s relationships with birth family, it's spiritually challenging, AND
it’s an absolute privilege and joy. Carers are missionaries right
here in our communities
·This Stand Sunday we’re asking you to release your fears and
replace it with compassion. Choose to stand alongside carers,
their children, those working in the system, and birth families.

Wouldn't it be amazing if in five years
we had more carers than children
needing homes in Australia?
That's Fostering Hopes dream.

Your Stand Sunday Event
Your Stand Sunday event can look like anything you want – you can
participate through sermons, Sunday School activities, outreach to
fostering and kinship families, story telling from foster and
kinship families in your church, and prayer for foster and kinship
families.
We’ve put a few ideas together for your churches, businesses,
ministries and communities of all sizes. And these are just the
beginning.

Learn about trauma,
out of home care, and
the needs in your
church's community.
Show the Stand Sunday
video , watch a movie
about foster care
Celebrate carers in
your church or
community. Deliver
bible verses,
flowers, coffee
vouchers, letters of
encouragement for
them or their children.
Join Fostering Hope's
devotional about
foster care.
Read a book about
God's heart for
children.

Cook a meal for
carers in your church
or community.
Host a date night for
carers

Ask a carer to tell
their story.
Ask carers how
your church could
wrap around them.
Pray for more carers,
pray over carers, pray
over children.

About Fostering Hope
Fostering Hope is a Christian organisation whose work comes from the Bible and the teachings of
Jesus to ‘visit’ and ‘care for’ orphans and widows, to put the lonely in families, to love the
fatherless, to care for children, to love the neighbours in the communities God has placed us, and to
be salt and light.
Our work is to find homes for children that will be healing, hopeful and respectful of everyone on the
journey.

Vision: To see a movement of Australian Christians and churches living out
their faith by caring for children growing up in out of home care.

Mission: To inspire and equip Christians in Australia to find more
homes for children removed from their families of birth than are needed. To support the
church to understand and support carers and children in care in their churches and
communities.
Values: Fostering Hope has three core values that influence all our work. We are faithrooted, child-focused and believe in the importance of community.
1.Faith-rooted: As Christians, we believe each of us are rescued by God and adopted into His family
and then encouraged to live like Jesus. Jesus’ example was one of loving and accepting the
vulnerable and powerless and we seek to do the same. We commit to prayer and hold onto our faith
in all our work. We are open about our faith foundation and recognise the potential of individual
Christians and church communities to make a difference.
2.Child-focused: children and young people are the reason we do our work. Childhood is a time of
developing, learning, and joy and only happens once. It is a time when we need protection and love from
adults in our lives. We are passionate about finding the best possible home for every child who
needs one, where they will find belonging, hope, and an opportunity to thrive. We believe vulnerable
children can thrive in out of home care when we listen to their voices and are trauma-informed in our
care.
3.Value community: We value community for children who enter care and for carers. When children
are removed, they are also removed from their communities and we work with carers to build a
community around the children in their home. Caring for vulnerable children is not easy and carers
need communities of other Christian carers and their church community for spiritual and practical
support.

Stand Sunday Prayer
Today we lift up all the children who do not have the protection of their parents and family. God,
we know each of these children were created perfectly and wonderfully by you. We pray for
protection over them, we pray hope over their lives, and we pray they may have a childhood full of
joy, learning, growing, and free of adult stresses.
We pray that for a future where all children who need a family have one.
We thank you for foster and kinship and informal carers who have already stepped up to be
families for children. We pray protection over their marriages, relationships, families, and
finances. We pray for joy in the journey. We pray for supernatural love for all the children in their
homes.
We pray for healing for children who have been abused, neglected, and hurt. We pray they may
enjoy a childhood free of hurt and stress and have dreams for their future.
God, your word calls us, Christians, to ‘visit’ and ‘care for’ orphans and widows, to put the lonely
in families, to love the fatherless, to care for children and not hinder them coming to God. God we
pray today that more Christians will step forward to be families for children who need them. God
we pray they do this to bring glory to You.
God we pray for our churches to be places that understand the impacts of trauma and broken
attachments on tiny brains and bodies. You created us to heal through connection and acceptance,
I pray our churches can be places that offer this.
God we pray for all families, your design is for children to be raised by their parents. It is never
your plan for this to be broken. We pray we can each be people that support families, encourage
parents, step into children’s lives and through this we are lights to our community right here.
We lift up parents who’s children are growing up in care, you love them too, we pray their shame,
addictions, and struggles may be healed, we pray they may find fullness in life. We pray for
positive relationships between birth families and fostering families so they can all care for the
children blessed to them.
We pray that we are people that never give up on a child, that we see the child you created, we
see the way you love them and we ask you to help us continue speaking truth and care into each
child’s life.
We pray for people to rise up as mentors for children in care, that people willingly and
purposefully step into children’s lives to show them God’s love. We pray for kinship carers and
informal carers.
For people who haven’t chosen to step into this space but have responded to a brokenness in their
own family. We pray for healing over their family’s situation, we pray for restored relationships, we
pray for compassion as they seek to care for each person as well as the children caught in the
middle. We pray for churches and Christian brothers and sisters to come around these families, so
they are not alone.
We pray for all the people working in this messy space. We pray for protection over workers. We
pray for clear and good decision-making. We pray for collaborative practices that respect everyone
involved in each child’s life.
God we also lift up children all over Australia and the world right now, children who have been in
lockdowns for months, children who have been in unsafe lockdown situations with domestic abuse,
neglect, and abuse, babies born to seeing people wearing masks, the millions of children in the
developing world who have been orphaned or lost one parent to covid. God these are your
children, our heart breaks for them and the world they are growing up in, if there’s ever a time the
church could respond to be families for children who need one, support parents, support single
parents, and encourage children, this is the time – please raise people up in Australia and around
the world to respond to this need. We lift this all up to bring glory to you God, to show your
perfect and wonderful design for children, families, and our church communities.
Amen.

About Out of Home Care in Australia
Out of home care (OOHC) is children growing up in not in the care of
their birth mum or dad. Children enter care when there are safety
concerns and after support and intervention with the birth family
haven't addressed these concerns. It isn't God's design for children to
be removed from their families of birth, so when that happens there is
brokenness in every way. Broken attachments, trauma, neglect, and
hurt.
The goal when children are removed is restoration, so working with
the birth family so the family can be restored.
Foster, kinship and informal carers are people who open their homes
either formally or informally to these children. They also open their
homes to child protection workers, lawyers, birth family, and other
adults. They also open their family to the broken attachment and
trauma behaviours a child may come with.
In Australia, there is an increase in the number of children entering
care, a higher proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
children in care and an annual net deficit of carers.

Raising children growing up in care is nothing like raising your own
biological children. Carers do need extra support AND their
children need extra safe adults in their lives. Relationships cause
trauma, but relationships also heal trauma and each safe adult in a
child's life is an opportunity for healing.

Foster and kinship carers need extra support for a number of
reasons,
Children only enter care due to trauma and neglect, and
therefore brokenness and messiness
Even if a child is removed at birth, they have suffered a broken
attachment and this needs healing
The state government is the legal guardian of the child, so all
the carers parenting is being done under a microscope and with
a layer of bureaucracy
Many children in care are suffering form lifelong effects of foetal
alcohol spectrum disorder, disabilities or disorders, and the
effects of trauma and broken attachment
Children in care may have suffered multiple moves, disruption
and loss
They need to respect and honour children’s birth parents,
extended family and siblings
They live their lives ruled by legal court orders and often feel
voiceless in advocating for the needs of the children in their
care

Mary Dickins, Executive Officer Fostering Hope
www.fosteringhope.community
www.facebook.com/fosteringhopecommunity
mary@fosteringhope.community

YouTube https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCcTTM5ZQEtx_3SoXVquUvgw
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